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Situated between Ping Shan and Deep Bay to the northwest of Yuen Long, Ha Tsuen was settled
by one of the major clans in the New Territories, the Tangs, which emigrated to Kam Tin in Yuen
Long about 900 years ago. According to the genealogy of the Ha Tsuen branch, some members
of the clan led by Tang Hung-wai and Tang Hung-chi (ancestors of the 9th generation of the
Tang clan of Ha Tsuen) moved to the area from Kam Tin during the early Ming dynasty
(1368-1644). They later branched out into two lineages, one of which then founded the village of
Tung Tau Lel and the other the village of Sal Tau Lel. As the Tang clan continued to grow, more
villages were established, including Tung Tau Tsuen, Hong Mel Tsuen, Lo Uk Tsuen, Tseung Kong
Wal, San Wal, Sik Kong Tsuen, Sik Kong Wai, Ha Tsuen Shi, Sal Shan Tsuen (now known as San Sang
Tsuen), San Uk Tsuen and Mong Tsendg. Some descendants also moved to Tsz Tin in Tuen Mun to

found a new village there, while others settled in Tal Tseng Tsuen in Yuen Long. In the past, Ha

Ha Tsuen,

Tsuen was home to rich oyster beds and fertile paddy fields, and the Ha Tsuen Market thrived as

villagers came from all over the neighbouring area to buy and sell agricultural produce.
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Aerial photo of Ha Tsuen Shi and Tang Ancestral Hall in 1949
(By courtesy of Lands Department)

(Crown copyright reserved/MOD)
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Tang Ancestral Hall

Ha Tsuen Shiin 1976, Tang Ancestral Hal
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(By courtesy of Information Services Department)
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A number of honorary plaques hanging in the middle hall indicate the glorious
history of the Tangs in the Qing dynasty.
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village settlements in Ha Tsuen.

The Tang Ancestral Hall, also known as Yau Kung Tong, was constructed by the Tang clan of Ha
Tsuen to commemorate their two ancestors, Tang Hung-chi and Tang Hung-wail, who founded the

The Tang Ancestral Hall was originally built between Tung Tau Lel and Sai Tau Lel in the middle of
the Ming dynasty, but it was moved to its present site by Tang Tso-tal, an 18th-generation
ancestor. According to an old stone inscription in the middle hall, construction of the current hall
began in the 14th year of the Qianlong reign (1749) during the Qing dynasty and was completed
the following year. It underwent some major renovations in the 17th year of the reign of the
Daoguang emperor (1837) and the ninth year of the reign of the Guangxu emperor (1883) as well
as from 2009 to 2011. Most of the historic architectural features and relics are still well preserved In

the ancestral hall.

The Tang Ancestral Hall plays an important role in the religious and ceremonial activities of the
clan. Traditional events such as the worship of ancestors during the spring and autumn equinoxes
and the lantern-lighting ceremony still take place every year in the hall, and it also hosts the

Jiao Festival which is held every 10 years in Ha Tsuen.
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A wooden tablet of Yau Kung Tong hanging in the middle hall
emphasises the principle of brotherly unity among clansmen.
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A wooden tablet in the middle ha

edict instructing the clansmen to abide by the law and
encouraging their good behaviour.
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| 1s Inscribed with an imperial

Lantern-lighting ceremony held in the ancestral hall in 2014
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An event during the Jiao Festival held in front of the
ancestral hall in 2004
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The magnificent Tang Ancestral Hall is a typical three-hall, three-bay complex built in the Qing
vernacular architectural style. At each side of the main entrance Is a drum platform; on the drum
platform on the left of the main entrance, facing the playground, i1s an old cannon. Two side
chambers are built in the courtyard between the middle and rear halls. The soul tablets of the
Tang clan are placed in a dignified timber altar in the middle bay of the rear hall. The hall is built
with grey brick walls and stone columns to support the tiled, timber-framed roofs. Fine and
delicate brackets are affixed to the truss system, exquisite fascia boards with floral patterns can
be found in the three halls and the side chambers, while several beams are elaborately carved
with traditional auspicious Chinese motifs. A one-metre high screen wall stands in the playground
In front of the ancestral hall to provide good feng shui protection.
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Cross section and floor plan of the ancestral hall
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The old cannon on the drum platform next to the entrance A timber altar in the rear hall houses the soul tablets of the Tang clan.
hall that was excavated from the rear of the village in 1965
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Fascla boards and timber truss decorated with

exquisite wood carvings
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In view of its significant heritage value and with the support of the clan, the Tang Ancestral Hall
together with the adjoining Guesthouse and Yau Kung School in Ha Tsuen were declared as
monuments in December 2007.

A full restoration of the Tang Ancestral Hall was subsequently carried out with funds from the

government. The Antiquities and Monuments Office (AMO) commissioned the School of

Architecture and Urban Planning of Guangzhou University to undertake a conservation study in the

R@St@fﬁti@ﬂ early stages of the project and to produce cartographic records and conservation guidelines for

the monument. The Tang clan also participated in the restoration work, providing the AMO with old

W@fk photos and oral histories of past restorations and other alterations to the hall. The restoration work

iInvolved demolishing concrete elements that had been added to the original structure, repairing

S and restoring the Chinese tiled roofs, repairing or replacing rotten timber architectural elements,

removing modern paintwork from the brick walls and stone columns and repairing the timber,

plaster and ceramic decorative works. The existing electrical wiring was also upgraded and lighting
was installed to faclilitate the clan meetings, rituals and worship held in the ancestral hall.

The restoration works of the Tang Ancestral Hall commenced in October 2009 and were completed
iIn December 2011. A rehabillitation ceremony marking the reopening of the ancestral hall was held
on 9 January 2012.
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Removing modern paintwork from the brick walls B AN | Laying roof tiles

Painting fascia boards
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The Tang Ancestral Hall before and after restoration
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The rehabllitation ceremony marking the reopening of the ancestral hall in 2012
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The main block of Guesthouse before restoration
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Situated next to the Tang Ancestral Hall, the
Guesthouse Is believed to have been bullt before
1924, originally to provide accommodation for
guests of the clan. It was then used as quarters
for teachers of Yau Kung School from around
1944 to 1964, before being converted Into a
residence for the patriarch and some village
elders until the early 1970s.

An altar for worshipping Man Cheong (God of
Literature) and Mo Kuk (God of Martial Arts) still
stands In the Guesthouse. Even today, some
families still come to worship these two deities In
the Guesthouse at the beginning of the school
term or during the Lunar New Year and pray to
them for good academic results for their children.

BEENEERETE
The main block of Guesthouse after restoration
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The Guesthouse comprises two blocks separated

by an open courtyard. It is built of grey bricks.
The walls support pitched roofs constructed of
timber purlins, battens and tiles. The wall cornices
are decorated with mouldings featuring floral
motifs and geometric patterns. The front block Is
a two-storey building with a balcony on the first
floor. On the ground floor are well-preserved
green glazed ceramic grilles flanked by a pair of
plaster couplets in the middle of the wall facing
the courtyard. The pierced wooden screen and
decorative surrounds In the hall of the main
block are also very impressive.

f MR 2B g

Green glazed ceramic grilles flanked by a pair of
plaster couplets on the ground floor of the front block
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The front block and open courtyard of Guesthouse before restoration
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The front block and open courtyard of Guesthouse after restoration
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Situated at the rear of the Tang Ancestral Hall in Ha Tsuen, Yau Kung School, which (jﬁjg/g—);lﬂgfzﬁl)i !

was named after “Yau Kung Tong”, is thought to have been established in the early  eacher Mrsong Yiu-nam stands at the front of the classroom at

: . _ Yau Kung School in the 1950s.
1920s to provide an education for the local children. The school taught the

Chinese classics as well as modern subjects such as abacus, letter writing and
physical education until the Japanese invaded Hong Kong in 1941; it operated
iIntermittently during the occupation, before reopening with a full timetable when
the Second World War ended in 1945. The school started to teach students
Mandarin in the late 1940s, while music was also introduced to cultivate the pupils’
spiritual growth. It became a government-aided school in 1952. Owing to the
Increase in the number of students, the Guesthouse and part of the Tang Ancestral
Hall were once used as classrooms and teachers’ quarters.

By 1962, around 750 puplls, taught in 18 classes, already attended the school,
which had earned a distinguished reputation in the region. As the school premises S S -
were not large enough to cope with the demands of its operation, a new site had ~  7VB/\F fﬁﬁfﬁfﬁffﬁﬁﬁzn;g;aﬁiffn%fi °

to be found, and Iin 1964 Yau Kung School was replaced by a new school in San  the University of Hong Kong visit Yau Kung School in 1958,
Sang Tsuen (previously known as Sal Shan Tsuen) in Ha Tsuen Heung.

=B Architectural Characteristics
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The single-storey school building has an open playground at the front. It iIs constructed of green bricks, with its pitched roofs
supported by the walls and arches. An extension was later added on the right. The two separate roof ridges of the original
structure and the extension are both decorated with geometric mouldings at the ends and traditional Chinese mouldings with
auspicious meanings in the middle. Plaster mouldings with floral patterns can still be seen on the parapet wall above the veranda
with its six arched openings forming the facade of the building.
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Decorative plaster mouldings on the roof ridges and parapet wall
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Yau Kung School before restoration
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Yau Kung School after restoration
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