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Prehistoric Features

Features, the physical traces left by early inhabitants’ 

activities, were identified and excavated cautiously by the 

archaeologists. Prehistoric features discovered at the Sha Ha site 

include postholes, burials, pits and the stone-tool workshop, 

demonstrating the socio-economic activities of the coastal 

settlement. 

Traces of Inhabitation

Archaeologists discovered a number of postholes and pits at 

the excavation area near the hillside, implying that it could be the 

dwelling area within the settlement. Features of the postholes 

resembled those discovered at Lung Kwu Tan in Tuen Mun, Tung 

Wan and Sha Lo Wan on Lantau Island; these postholes were part 

of pile-dwelling structures commonly found in Southern China. 

Several pits located within the dwelling area were likely used to 

discard daily refuse. 
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The major findings of the Sha Ha excavation were rich 

prehistoric cultural remains dating from about 5,000 to 2,000 

years ago, as well as artefacts of the Han(206BC-AD220), Song 

(AD960-1279)and Ming(AD1368-1644) dynasties. Prehistoric 

cultural remains include artefacts and features of the Late Neolithic 

period and the Bronze Age. Through the integration of various

research projects, the 

archaeological discoveries 

at Sha Ha give a more 

holistic picture of the 

ancient coastal community.
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