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Results of both projects revealed that the Sha Ha site and 

its surroundings, which were once connected with Yeung Chau 

and Kau Sai Chau by land, had not yet experienced 

the transgression of the Early Holocene. Around

8,000 to 6,000 years ago, the sea level began to rise. 

A raised sandbar was formed at the northern part of 

the site, in which most prehistoric cultural deposits

were located. About 3,300 to 2,900 years ago, the

southern part of the site became partially submerged, 

covering the pottery and stone implements left by the

early inhabitants with marine deposits. About 2,900 

to 2,300 years ago, the sea level gradually receded. The present 

coastline was formed with most of the Sha Ha site turning into 

terrain. 

Investigating the Environmental Changes

In March 2002, experts from the Institutes of Geology and 

Geophysics of the Chinese Academy of Sciences inspected the 

excavation area and collected samples systematically at the southern 

part of the Sha Ha site. The experts analyzed the environmental 

changes at the southern part of the site using the methodology of 

geochemistry and geophysics together with the results of the 

Optical Stimulated Luminescence dating method. In July 2002, 

another research project was

conducted to study the

formation and evolution of 

the landscape by examining 

early aerial photographs,

geological data, bore data and 

soil composition.


